
To the members of the Planning and Development Committee:

I wish to express my support of SB 323 – An Act Establishing a Tree Removal Account.  I agree that it is often 
overlooked with public trees, that planting trees alone is not enough.  These trees need to be maintained during 
their lifetime and then, at some point, removed.  

My one most significant concern with the bill, however, is with the name it seeks to give this fund – calling it the 
Municipal Tree Removal Account.  I would suggest that at least equal significance should be placed on the 
importance of tree maintenance and site preparation, and that both are essential to the long-term health and 
survival of the tree.  With proper planting, care and maintenance, municipalities can help forestall the need to 
remove trees, thus both protecting their investment and helping their communities keep their mature trees 
longer.  

Young trees, in particular, can benefit from appropriately timed tree care.  There is the old saying – as the twig 
is bent, so the tree grows.  That is tree, as is also true that, as a tree is pruned, so it will develop the proper 
branch structure and form that will help it become the mature tree that is desired.  It is also said that trees are 
lot like people in terms of their health care needs – the need this care most when they are young and when 
they are old and can often do without in the years in between.  

It is good that this bill gives the authority to administer this fund to the DEEP.  Within that agency, there are 
people who fully understand the fine points of tree maintenance as well for tree removals.  

With that said, I re-state my support for SB 323.

Respectfully,

Chris Donnelly
CT Licensed Arborist
CT Certified Forester
ISA Certified Arborist
ASCA Registered Consulting Arborist
DEEP Forestry (retired)  
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